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Purpose: This study was performed to identify the current status of organization and education for evidence-based nursing (EBN)
among acute care hospitals in Korea. Methods: Using a questionnaire, the data were collected from 60 acute general hospitals
selected conveniently from October to November in 2016. Results: The response rate was 83.3% and the mean number of beds
for responded hospitals were 977.83. Responded hospitals appeared to perceive the importance of EBN, though approximately
50% of hospitals showed insufficient status for EBN. EBN project implemented in accordance with institutional support. EBN ed-
ucation courses have operated within hospitals and also have attended at outside courses. Conclusion: The current status of
EBN organization and education have identified and it is needed to monitor continuously to activate and expand EBN in clinical
settings.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participated Hospitals and Respon-

dents (N=50)
Characteristics Categories n (%) or M+SD
Number of bed 500~700 8(16.0)
701~1,000 27 (64.0)
1,001~1,500 10(20.0)
>1,501 4(8.0)
977.83+388.36
Location of hospital Seoul 16 (32.0)
Gyeongsang province 9(18.0)
Chonra province 4(8.0)
Gyeonggi province 11(22.0)
Chungcheong province 5(10.0)
Gangwon province 2(4.0)
Jeju-do 2(4.0)
No response 1.0
Year of hospital founded ~ Before 1970 11(22.0)
1971~1980 9(18.0)
1981~1990 10 (20.0)
1991~2000 9(18.0)
After 2001 9(18.0)
No response 2(4.0)
Grade of nursing First grade 11 (22.0)
manpower Second grade 28 (56.0)
(by Korea government)  Third grade 7 (14.0)
Less than fourth grade 3(6.0)
No response 1.0
Position of respondent Leader in nursing 11(22.0)
Charge in EBN 2(4.0)
Charge in education 30 (60.0)
Others 7(14.0)
Work experience of 10~15 8(16.0)
respondent 16~20 10(20.0)
at this hospital (year) 21-~25 11 (22.0)
>26 19 (38.0)
No response 2(4.0)
22.94£7.23
EBN experience <1 33(70.2)
of respondent (year) 2~5 12 (25.5)
(n=47) >6 243
1.49+3.83
Recognition for EBN Very important 24 (48.0)
in clinical nursing Important 23 (46.0)
development Moderate 1(2.0)
Not important 0(0.0)
Do not know 2(4.0)

EBN=evidence-based nursing.
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Table 2. Policy and Organization for Evidence-based Nursing (EBN) in

Each Participated Hospitals (N=50)
Characteristics Categories n (%)
Inclusion of EBN in the vision/  Yes 34 (68.0)
mission of hospital or No 16 (32.0)
nursing department
Area (section) of EBN included Hospital vision 12.7)
(muttiple choice) (n=37) Nursing vision 12(32.4)
Nursing mission 6(16.2)
Core value for nursing 11(29.8)
Nursing job description 4(10.8)
Nursing right people 1(2.7)
Other section 2(54)
Presence of division for EBN  Present 25 (50.0)
Not present 25 (50.0)
Year of establishment for Before 2010 5(33.3)
nursing EBN division (n=15) 2011~2014 5(33.3)
After 2015 5(33.4)
Name of nursing EBN division - Nursing standard 4(16.0)
(n=25) committee
Education committee 10 (40.0)
Research committee 3(12.0)
EBN committee 8(32.0)
Presence of personin charge  Present 14 (28.0)
of EBN (n=25) Not present 35(70.0)
No response 1.0
Al{ThOF department of person - Nursing education 6 (42.9)
incharge of EBN (n=14)  Nursing department 4(28.5)
Nursing administration 2(14.3
Other 2(14.3)
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Table 3. Operation of Project for Evidence-based Nursing (EBN) Proj-

ect in Nursing Department (N=50)
Characteristics Categories n (%)
Operation of Yes 19(38.0)
EBN project No 31(62.0)
First year of EBN has started (n=19) 2006~2010 5(26.3)
2011~2016 13 (68.4)
No response 1(6.9
Mentor for EBN project Designated 20 (40.0)
Not designated 28 (56.0)
No response 2(4.0
Position of mentors Team leader 7(33.3
within hospital Unit manager/ 7(33.3
(muttiple choice, n=10) charge nurse
Staff 4(19.4)
Specialist 2(9.5)
Professor 1(4.0)
Position of mentors Professor 14 (100.0)

from outside
(muttiple choice, n=14)




Table 4. Major Achievement or Outcome from the Operation of Evidence-based Nursing (EBN) Project in the Aspect of Nursing Organization and

Nursing Practice (N=50)
Variables Categories n (%)
For nursing organization Improvement in nursing professionalism 29 (58.0)
(multiple choice) Improvement in nursing quality 28 (56.0)
Standardization of EBN methodology 22 (44.0)
Training nurses in charge of EBN 22 (44.0)
Utilization of nursing research 18(36.0)
Organizational culture for EBN 17 (34.0)
Recognition of nursing research quality 17 (34.0)
Development of nursing personnel 14(28.0)
For nursing practice Increased recognition for EBN necessity 29 (68.0)
(multiple choice) Composition of knowledge and experience 29 (68.0)
Performing EBN 20 (40.0)
Feeling for achievement from project 13(26.0)
Autonomy of nursing practice 9(18.0)
Increase in nursing competency 7(14.0)

Table 5. Major Three Recognized Facilitating and/or Disabling Factors for the Evidence-based Nursing (EBN) and Education for Nurses in Their

Hospital
Variables n (%)
Knowledge/skills for EBN project (PICO, reference search, and critical appraisal, etc.) 42 (28.6)
Nurses' recognition of EBN importance 35 (23.8)
Organization's support for EBN (reference search, etc.) 19(12.9)
Extra time allocation for EBN 9.5)
Professional person for EBN consultation 4(9.5)
Nurses' capacity for research and statistics 13(8.8)
EBN mentor cultivation (
Total 147 (100.0)
PICO=population, intervention, comparison, & outcome.
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Table 6. Education and/or Training for Evidence-based Nursing (EBN) Hosted in Hospitals or Outside Organizations during 2016 (N=50)
Variables Content Categories n (%) Range
Hosted by Education provided Yes 21(42.0)
Lequnclied Number of education provided 5 times 2(9.5
ospital (n=21) 4 times 4(19.0)
2 times 5(24.7)
Once 9(42.9
No response 1(4.8
Type of education Special lecture 1541.7)
(multiple choice, n=17) EBN process 10(27.8)
Workshop 5(13.9)
Mentor promotion 2(5.6)
Others 4(11.1)
Total 36 (100.0)
Hours for education <8 27 (69.2) 1~50
(muttiple choice, n=18) >9 12 (30.8)
Total 39 (100.0)
Number of attendees 1~25 8(18.2) 1~500
(muttiple choice, n=20) 26~50 12 (27.3)
51~75 13 (29.5)
>100 1 1(25.0)
Total 44 (100.0)
Hosted by Education attended Yes 26 (52.0)
outs@e ) Type and hosting organization KEBN basic course 12 (26.1)
CIEETEIEE (muttiple choice, n=22) KEBN conference 2(4.3)
KEBN advanced course 13(28.3)
KEBN workshop 6(13.0)
KHNA training course 11(23.9)
KAFN training course 122
Other hospital 122
Total 46 (100.0)
Hours for education <8 30 (567.7) 8~16
(muttiple choice, n=25) >9 22 (42.3)
Total 52 (100.0)
Number of attendees from 1~2 28 (51.9) 1~13
each hospital 3~4 15(27.8)
(muttiple choice, n=26) 5~10 8(14.8)
>11 3 (5.6)
Total 54 (100.0)
Areas for EBN process 24 (30.4)
additional EBN process detalils 14(17.7)
education EBN workshop 8(10.1)
needed EBN case study 789
Awareness for EBN 789
Mentor training 6(7.6)
Organizational support 4(6.1)
Others 9(11.3
Total 79(100.0)
KEBN=Korean Society of Evidence-based Nursing; KHNA=Korean Hospital Nurses Association; KAFN=Korean Academy of Fundamentals of Nursing
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