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Current Status of Teaching Evidence-based Nursing to Nursing Students and
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Purpose: This study aims to identify current status of evidence-based nursing education to nursing students and strategies for dissemination.
Methods: For investigation of current education status of evidence-based nursing, a searching for websites of 204 nursing colleges
in Korea. And a focus-group interview was performed. Ten participants were faculties working at college of nursing. Interview data
were analyzed using qualitative content analysis. Results: Nineteen (9.3%) colleges were running evidence-based nursing (EBN)
course in the undergraduate course and 29 colleges opened EBN course in the graduate school. Five topics regarding experience on
teaching EBN were as follows, 1) there are need to teaching EBN in nursing colleges 2) EBN education leads to improvement in pro-
fessional perception and research, but low level of feed-back also indicated. 3) Barriers were lack of faculty ability, difficulty in course
management, limitation of resource and gaps in practice. 4) Facilitators were changes in clinical nursing practice, teaching faculty and
developing teaching program. 5) Educational strategies for dissemination were changes on external evaluation and strengthening of
academic society activities. Conclusion: EBN education for nursing students are effective in improving critical thinking and nursing
research. Developing strategies for dissemination of EBN to nursing students are needed.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Focus Group Participants  (N=10)
Characteristics Categories n(%) or M+SD
Gender Female 10(100.0)
Agelyear) 46.817.7
<40 2(20.0)
41~50 6 (60.0)
51~60 1(10.0)
>61 1(10.0)
Position Professor 1(10.0)
Associate professor 2(20.0)
Assistant professor 3(30.0)
Adjunct professor 4(40.0)
Number of students 379.0£208.7
<300 5(50.0)
301~350 2(20.0)
351~400 2(20.0)
>401 1(10.0)
Total of experience(year) 181+£11.0
<10 4(40.0)
11~20 2(20.0)
21~30 2(20.0)
>31 2(20.0)
Experience of 3BT
current position <3 6(60.0)
4~9 3(30.0)
10~15 -
16~21 -
>22 1(10.0)
Experience of evidence-based  Yes (Over 3) 5(50.0)
nursing workshop Yes (Under 2) 3(30.0)
or conference No 2(20.0)
Experience of teaching evidence- Yes 6 (60.0)
based nursing class No 4(40.0)
Currently teaching evidence- Yes 4(40.0)
based nursing class No 6 (60.0)
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Table 2. Characteristics of Korean Nursing Colleges and Educational Status of Evidence-based Nursing (N=204)
Characteristics Categories Sub-categories n (%)
Evidence-based Undergraduate Evidence-based Open 199.3
nursing related course nursing Not open 175 (85.8)
course Unidentified 10(4.9)
Graduate Open 167 (81.9)
Not open 29(14.2)
Unidentified 8(3.9)
Course Evidence-based Open 29(14.2)
nursing
Undergraduate- Not open 30(14.7)
graduate No graduate school 132 (64.7)
Unidentified 13(6.4)
Evidence-based Co-open 3(1.5)
nursing Only graduate 26 (12.7)
Only undergraduate 5(2.5)
Both not open 170(83.3)
Characteristics of Establishment Type National/public 23(11.3)
nursing colleges Private 181(88.7)
Academic Course type 3 year course 9(4.4)
4 year course 195 (95.6)
Location Metropolitan city, Central-north area (Seoul/Incheon/Gyeonggi/Gangwon) 55(27.0)
province Mid-west area (Daejeon/Chungnam/Chungbuk) 39(19.1)
Mid-east area (Gyeongbuk/Daegu) 32 (15.7)
South-west area (Jeonbuk/Jeonnam/Jeju/Gangju) 43(21.1)
South-east area (Gyeongnam/Ulsan/Busan) 35(17.2)
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Table 3. Characteristics of Korean Nursing Colleges that Teaching Evidence-based Nursing Course

Characteristics Categories Sub-categories n (%)
Undergraduate Evidence- Course type Mandatory course 1(6.3)
course based Elective course 16 (84.2)
nursing General course 2(10.5)
(N=19)
Grade 2nd year 2 (10.5)
3rd year 5(26.3)
4th year 12 (63.2)
Course credit 1 credit 5 (26.3)
2 credit 14 (73.7)
Establishment type National/public 2 (10.5)
Private 17 (89.5)
Locations Central-north area (Seoul/Incheon/Gyeonggi/Gangwon) 6 (31.6)
Mid-west area (Daejeon/Chungnam/Chungbuk) 1(5.3)
Mid-east area (Gyeongbuk/Daegu) 4(21.1)
South-west area (Jeonbuk/Jeonnam/Jeju/Gangju) 4(21.1)
South-east area (Gyeongnam/Ulsan/Busan) 4(21.1)
Nursing Course type Mandatory course 122 (73.1)
research Elective course 29 (17.4)
(N=167) Unidentified 16 (9.6)
Grade 1st year 1(0.6)
2nd year 10 (6.0)
3rd year 64 (38.9)
4th year 78 (46.7)
other (2 years) 4 (2.4)
Unidentified 10 (6.0)
Graduate nursing (N=29) Degree course Master-doctorate common course 16 (55.2)
course Evidence- Master 5(17.2)
based Doctorate 4(13.8)
nursing Unidentified 4(13.8)
(N=29) . .
Credit 3 credit 23 (79.3)
Unidentified 6 (20.7)
Establishment type National/public 8 (27.6)
Private 21 (72.4)
Locations Central-north area (Seoul/Incheon/Gyeonggi/Gangwon) 9 (31.0)
Mid-west area (Daejeon/Chungnam/Chungbuk) 7 (24.1)
Mid-east area (Gyeongbuk/Daegu) 4 (13.8)
South-west area (Jeonbuk/Jeonnam/Jeju/Gangju) 5(17.2)
South-east area (Gyeongnam/Ulsan/Busan) 4(13.8)
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Table 4. Experience of Teaching Evidence-based Nursing Class

High-level Middle-level Low-level . .
. ; . Meaning units/concepts
categories categories categories
Evidence-based  Background/ Recent nursing research - Reflection of international nursing research trends, introducing evidence-based nursing in
nursing course - demands status nursing research

open

Process and
method

Positive
outcome

Evidence-based
nursing course
performance

Negative outcome

Facilitators Changes in clinical

practice

Retaining teaching
faculty

Developing
teaching
program

Barriers Faculty

Course
management

Nursing
practice
Resource

External evaluation

Educational
strategies for
dissemination

Changes on
external
evaluation

Role of academic
association

/Educational needs

Target students

Initiate method

Quality improvement in
nursing research

Positive change in
perception

Low level of lecture
feedback

Diffusion on clinical
nursing practice

Preparation of teaching
faculty

Developing teaching
methods and
materials

Lack of experience
Lack of confidence

Low level of perception

Lack of time

Difficulty in teamwork
project

Difficulty perception
on evidence-based
nursing

Gaps between practice
and knowledge

resource

Gaps in accreditation
standards

Changes on
external evaluation/
accreditation
standards

Strengthening of
collaboration with
other professional
nursing societies

- Introducing the current concepts and process to nursing students

- Recognizing the necessity of teaching evidence-based nursing course of professors

- Expectation of effects on nursing practice and training

- Course open from graduate school to undergraduate course

- Difficulty in opening undergraduate course, including nursing research/research method

course

- Consideration of Korean Accreditation Board of Nursing Education standards
- Framing clinical question use in other course for enhancing critical thinking

- Willingness to course open and performing

- Retaining faculty members

- Helpful to in-depth nursing research

- Decision of thesis topic in graduate students, ensure substantiality of research
- Improvement of problem awareness, critical thinking

- Improvement initiative in practice

- Enhance self-esteem based on professionalism, Improvement in professionalism
- Interest in evidence-based nursing after lecture

- Difficulty feeling of undergraduate students

- Low grade of lecture feedback regarding on burden of course

- Burden of students especially 4th year grade

- Including evidence-based nursing to hospital recruiting interview

- Reflection of college will occur when diffusion in clinical nursing practice

- Needed retaining of faculty members for enhancing competence

- Demands on training program for faculty members

- Attending evidence-based nursing conference/workshop

- Developing pedagogues that are easily accessible

- Developing appropriate materials for evidence-based nursing course

- Teaching knowledge and experience

- Interesting teaching of students for positive response

- Stepwise approach rather than whole 5 step of evidence-based nursing to undergraduate

students(dividing steps and timing)

- No exposure to education or workshop related evidence-based nursing, no experience of

teaching

- Insufficient self-confidence
- Large burden of lecture
- Difficulty in persuade to faculties who does not know the need of evidence-based nursing

- Heavy burden of lecture content

- Lack of time of full-time faculties compared to workload

- Students' low preference to team-work project

- Difficulty in course management to large number of students

- Perception of difficulty feeling of evidence-based nursing

- High level of difficulty in course

- Difficulty in finishing during one semester

- Difficulty in implementing to real clinical nursing practice

- Routine in clinical nursing practice, feeling of gap with real world

- Too busy to compare knowledge and practice, hard to ask in practice setting
- Difference in competence of preceptors or senior nurses

Limitation in educational -

Limitation of time and resource use such as computer lab

- Requirement of critical thinking, on the other hand education of compliance manual
- Emphasizing on manual and principal of Korean Accreditation Board of Nursing Education

- Changes of Korean Accreditation Board of Nursing Education standards leads to education

revise and diffusion(e.g, add on evidence-based nursing)

- Change of national examination for certification to trends of raising critical thinking
- Accept of evidence-based practice project as thesis topic of master degree

- Diffusion by collaboration between Korean Society of Evidence-based Nursing and other

professional nursing societies
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